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Westwood Mill, Linthwaite, Huddersfield

Dear Matthew,

| refer to the minutes | prepared of the meeting held on 11 July 2025 with
representatives of Kirklees Council Planning Service and Historic England.
Subsequent to that meeting a revised proposal was circulated to attendees as shown
on Site Plan Revision D which reflects revisions to the scheme as discussed at the
meeting. It specifically proposes additional demolition in the light of continuing
deterioration of the listed buildings.

These latest proposals need to be seen in the context of the Council’'s and Historic
England’s long-standing support for schemes to restore as much as possible of this
Grade |l group of listed buildings which have been on Historic England’s Buildings at
Risk Register for a number of years.

There has been a long-standing acceptance by the Council that to achieve a viable
scheme which allows restoration of as much as possible of the listed buildings and
mill pond that flexibility would be needed in relation to various policy matters.

This is certainly the case in respect of the latest and current planning permission
reference 2020/90710 which allows a substantial amount of new housing



predominantly located in the Green Belt. The permission also foregoes the normal
requirement of various financial contributions and the incorporation of affordable
housing in order to achieve viability.

The proposals as shown in Revision D represent in overall terms a very minor
changes to the approved scheme.

There is a slightly greater incursion of new housing onto Green Belt land but
whereas the approved scheme includes 64No. new dwellinghouses, the latest
proposal includes 100No. dwellinghouses — such a windfall is a clear benefit for the
Council in the context of it falling far short in meeting the Government'’s requirement
for a 5-year housing supply. | rightfully acknowledged in the minutes that certain
technical issues need to be addressed given the passage of time since the current
planning permission was submitted. However, | do not envisage that investigation of
these issues will reveal any insurmountable problems.

On the other hand, | would be most surprised if the Council were to take other than a
very supportive position, as it has previously done, in respect of the proposals now
put forward in order to achieve a financially viable scheme which secures as much
as possible of the historic mill complex.

Yours faithfully,

Malcolm Sizer



